MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
the Musulmans, in 876 and 877, from ravaging the Roman Cam-
pagna, and the Pope's appeals to the Emperor of Byzantium were
fruitless. The disasters which Byzantium was suffering at this moment
in Sicily, where Syracuse succumbed to the enemy (878), doubt-
less prevented her from intervening, and finally the Pope was
compelled to buy off the attacks of the Moors by an annual pay-
ment of 25,000 mancusi of silver. Yet so far he had had to deal
only with mere bands of pirates whose sole object was pillage.
In 883 the Abbey of Monte Cassino was burned and destroyed.1
In 890 the Abbey of Farfa was besieged; it held out for seven years.
Subiaco was destroyed, and the valley of the Anio and Tivoli
were pillaged. The Saracens made themselves a stronghold not far
from Rome, at Saracinesco, and another in the Sabine hills at
Ciciliano. The Roman Campagna became a desert: reducta e$t terra
in solitudinem. Peace was restored only in 916, when John X, the
Emperor, the princes of Southern Italy, and the Emperor of Con-
stantinople, who sent some galleys to Naples, forced that city and
its neighbours to abandon their alliance with the Saracens, and
then, with their assistance, finally defeated the terrible invaders on
the Garigliano.
We may therefore say that after die conquest of Spain, and
above all of Africa, 'the Western Mediterranean became a
Musulman lake. The Prankish Empire, having no fleet, was
powerless. Naples, Gaeta and Amalfi still possessed a fleet.
But their commercial interests impelled them to abandon
Byzantium, as being too remote, and to enter into relations
with the Musulmans.
It was thanks to their defection that the Saracens finally suc-
ceeded in taking Sicily. The Byzantine fleet, it is true, was power-
ful, even more powerful than the fleets of the maritime cities of
Italy, thanks to the Greek fire, which made it a terrible instrument
of war; but once Sicily was taken it was almost completely cut
off from the Occident, where its further appearances were rare
_and ineffectual. Nevertheless, it enabled the Emperors to safeguard
1 gay, Vltalie meridionak et I'Empire byzantin, 1904, p. 130.
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